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How to Get a Driving License in
Indonesia
 

Discover how JCSS can assist expatriates in obtaining a driving license (SIM) in Indonesia, whether it’s
for SIM A or SIM C. Explore the necessary requirements and procedures outlined below.

Free Consultation
(https://www.jcss.co.id/request-for-proposal/?

_gl=1*1np1kqf*_gcl_au*ODE5NzM4MjgxLjE3MTAzMDg5NTg.)

Individuals from abroad who hold temporary stay permits (KITAS) or permanent stay permits (KITAP)
(https://jcss.co.id/indonesia-investor-kitas/) in Indonesia are eligible to obtain a Driving License,
commonly referred to as Surat Izin Mengemudi (SIM) (https://polri.go.id/sim). Fulfillment of this
entitlement necessitates meeting foundational criteria, which encompass successful completion of
practical and theoretical examinations, alongside attainment of a minimum age threshold of 17 years.

https://www.jcss.co.id/request-for-proposal/?_gl=1*1np1kqf*_gcl_au*ODE5NzM4MjgxLjE3MTAzMDg5NTg.
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Classes of Driver’s License in Indonesia

There are four common classes of driver’s license in Indonesia, as follows:

SIM A: Automobiles designated for personal use, or vehicles with a gross weight not exceeding 3,500
kilograms.
SIM B1: vehicles weighing over 3,500kg.
SIM B2: heavy vehicles with their own trailers.
SIM C: motorcycles.

For foreigners, only SIM A and SIM C can be applied.

Required Documents to Apply for a Driving License in Indonesia

The following documents must be prepared by expatriates who want to obtain a driving license:

Original passport and its copy.
Original, valid KITAS / KITAP and its copy.
A copy of driving license from the country of origin or a copy of international driving license (if
applicable).
A copy of the latest entry stamp to Indonesia in your passport.
A doctor’s note of good health (can also be issued by the police).

Procedure for The Application of a Driving License in Indonesia

Foreigners must go through the following procedure to obtain a driving permit:

Visit the designated police station within your residing city or region. For instance, expatriates
located in Jakarta are required to attend Satuan Pelaksana Administrasi SIM (SATPAS) Polda
Metro Jaya, while those in Bali should proceed to Polresta Denpasar.
Discover the path leading to the “Driver’s License Issuance Section.” Upon arrival, kindly ensure the
provision of a health certificate as a prerequisite. In the event of its absence, complimentary on-
site eye and blood pressure examinations are available for your convenience.
Afterward, you’ll proceed to complete both the theoretical and practical examinations. The
theoretical assessment, conducted in Indonesian, consists of True or False questions. Meanwhile,
the practical examination evaluates various driving skills, such as navigating through zig-zag
patterns, driving in straight lines forward and backward, and executing parallel parking maneuvers,
among other tasks.
Following the assessments, you will be requested to provide your fingerprints and complete a
signature.
Ultimately, you make your way to the bank to settle the payment for your application. Upon
obtaining a bank slip, you proceed to diligently complete an application form, ensuring all



necessary documents are assembled, and then tender them alongside the bank slip at the
specified service counter.

Read More : Start A Business In Indonesia: How And What To Consider (https://www.jcss.co.id/start-
business-indonesia-considerations/)

Driving License Application in Indonesia with JCSS

Even though the procedure for the driving license application has been
elaborated clearly, many foreigners still find it challenging when they apply
for a driving license on their own, particularly because the procedure may be
quite different from the procedure in their home country.

Normally, it takes at least  1 (one) day for the whole procedure to be
completed, provided that the foreigners submit all required documents.

There is, however, no guarantee that the application will be approved and a driving license will be
issued.

Having a team of experts with years of experience in the field, JCSS Indonesia can assist you in
applying for your driving license. Rest assured, the process will be hassle-free as your presence is not
required (except for fingerprint and photo-taking) and faster as an experienced professional will apply
on your behalf, with a guarantee of the license being issued.

Read More : Charting A New Course: Indonesia And India’s De-Dollarisation Agenda
(https://jcss.co.id/indonesia-india-de-dollarisation-journey/)

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I apply for a driving license in Indonesia?

To initiate the process of obtaining a driving license in Indonesia, it is requisite to

personally attend the nearest Department of Motor Vehicles (DPM) office. Upon

arrival, you will be required to complete an application form and furnish essential

documentation. Subsequently, successful completion of both written and practical

examinations is mandatory to secure your license.

What documents are required to apply for a driving license?

Typically, individuals are required to furnish a valid identification card (known as

KTP), evidence of residency, a health certification, and a duplicate of their family
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registration card (Kartu Keluarga). Non-citizens may also be asked to supply

supplementary documentation such as a residence permit (KITAS) and a passport.

What are the written and practical tests like?

The written examination evaluates your comprehension of traffic regulations,

signage, and fundamental driving protocols. Meanwhile, the practical assessment

entails showcasing your driving proficiency, encompassing tasks such as parking

maneuvers, executing turns, and adhering to traffic directives.

Can I use my foreign driving license in Indonesia?

Foreign nationals are permitted to utilize their international driving permits within

Indonesia for a specified duration. Subsequent to this timeframe, it becomes

requisite for them to secure an Indonesian driving license by adhering to the

requisite procedures.

How long does it take to get a driving license in Indonesia?

The timeline fluctuates based on variables like the efficacy of the DPM office and

your success in the initial attempts of assessments. Typically, the process spans

from several weeks to a couple of months.

Is there an age requirement for obtaining a driving license in Indonesia?

Applicants for a motorcycle driving license must be a minimum of 17 years old,

while those applying for a car license must meet the age requirement of at least 18

years.

What if I fail the written or practical test?

Should you not meet the requirements in either the written or practical

assessments, you will have the opportunity to retake the test following a



designated waiting period. It is advisable to dedicate sufficient time to study and

practice before making another attempt.

Do I need to undergo any training before applying for a driving license?

Enrolling in driving lessons offered by a certified driving institution is strongly

advised as it enhances your driving proficiency and boosts the likelihood of

successfully passing driving assessments.
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Berdayakan Semangat Wirausaha Anda: Panduan Utama Memulai Bisnis
(Https://Jcss.Co.Id/Berdayakan-Semangat-Wirausaha-Anda-Panduan-

Utama-Memulai-Bisnis/)

Bagaimana memulai sebuah bisnis? Anda pernah berpikir untuk berhenti dari

pekerjaan sehari-hari Anda untuk memulai usaha sendiri? Memulai bisnis itu

d b k i bi k

Keamanan Siber Disederhanakan: Memahami Dasarnya
(Https://Jcss.Co.Id/Keamanan-Siber-Disederhanakan-Memahami-

Dasarnya/)

Cyber Security adalah? Di era digital yang hyper-terhubung ini, keamanan siber telah

menjadi aspek yang tak terpisahkan dari kehidupan modern. Saat kita semakin

bergantung pada
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